
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 Blues Key Stage 3 Music 

Level : KS3 Scheme of Work :Updated : Sept 2024 Suggested Teaching Time  
 4/5 Hours 

Topic Ends Dec 2024 
Assessed in Dec 2024 

Connect the learning Sharing Learning Outcomes 
(Key question(s)) 

Core Activity Core Learning  Support S 
Extension E 

Resources 

Building on performance 
skills from Year 7/8 

All must understand how to 
play a 12 bar blues bassline 
in G 

1. Introduction to Blues and its’ 
roots. Playing a 12 bar blues 
bassline in G on keyboard and 
guitar. 

2. Improvisation using a blues scale 
in G. Deciding on groups/ 
individual. 

3. Creating performance that 
incorporates some improvisation. 

4. Performance and self-reflection. 

1. History of the Blues through 
listening activity. How to play 
simple and advanced 12 bar blues 
bassline. 

 
2. How to improvise using the blues 

scale in G. Working out intervals. 
 

3. Selecting and arranging 
performance. Working out the 
structure and refining prior to 
assessment. 
 

4. Performance preparation and self-
reflection. 

S 
Teach the students how to play 
chords and bassline on 
guitar/keyboard. 
Teach improvisation on a range 
of instruments. 

Keyboards and guitars (other melodic 
instruments) 

Previous- learning 
Some singing and 
performing in year 7/8 

Most should be able to 
perform their part of the 
ensemble 

 
 

E 
Some students may create highly 
developed improvisations. 

Some could create inventive 
and highly musical 
improvisations through their 
ensemble. 

Plenary is an evaluation each performance 

Homework 
 

VAK Key Words/Literacy IT Links Notes for future 

To prepare a musical performance to be delivered in 
front of the class either as an individual or as a small 
group. 

V ppt/ youtube  
 
A Teacher demonstrations 
 
K Performance tasks 

Root, sub-dominant, dominant, chords, 12 
bar pattern, walking bass, improvisation, 
blues scale, intervals 

Youtube Performance and Composition skills 
link to Year 9 

Assessment  opportunities including self/peer Relationship to Exam Website Links/ Further resources 

Ongoing teacher observations and end of Unit composition which is peer assessed. Stand-alone Unit YouTube: listening to examples of music 


